Preface by Hook, Gary E. R.
Environmental Health Perspectives
Vol. 56, p. 1, 1984
Preface
"Methods in Pulmonary Toxicology" is a supplement
to the "Monograph on Pulmonary Toxicology" published
in the previous volume of Environmental Health Per-
spectives (Volume 55). Pulmonary toxicology has under-
gone enormous changes overthelasttenyearsresulting,
to alarge extent, from the multidisciplinary approach of
modern science and the application ofnew technologies.
Unfortunately, as the field ofpulmonary toxicology has
grown, it has become difficult to acquire information on
the large variety ofmethods developed for the study of
pulmonary systems because research publications are
spread through the literature of many scientific disci-
plines. The present issue is a summary ofmethods that
have been found especially useful in the investigation of
the lung and as such represents the basic armamentar-
ium available to the modern pulmonary toxicologist.
In planning and presentingthis collection ofpapers, I
have tried to avoid the recipe book approach of most
"method" publications. I requested authors to present
their specialized methods and, wherever possible, to
illustrate their technique by demonstrating its applica-
tion to the investigation of a particular problem.
I am very gratefulto the authors, all ofwhom I thank
for their contributions, patience, and understanding.
GARY E. R. HOOK
Editor